
  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE       

August 19, 2014 

By Tech. Sgt. Melissa Sullivan, 103rd CST 

 

103rd Civil Support Team conducts decontamination training in Aleutians 

 

UNALASKA, Alaska – The Alaska National Guard 103rd Civil Support Team – Weapons of 

Mass Destruction wrapped up a two-day hazardous material decontamination training with 

local emergency responders here Aug. 13. 

 

Twenty Guardsmen worked with the Unalaska Department of Public Safety, Division of Fire 

& Emergency Medical Services and members of the UniSea hazmat team to share and 

establish decontamination procedures. One of the training scenarios had the hazmat 

agencies responding to a washed ashore shipping container that contained multiple 

unknown 55-gallon drums. 

 

The 103rd conducted downrange field analysis on the drums while the Unalaska first 

responders provided decontamination support. 

 

“This scenario provided extremely realistic training for both agencies,” said Senior Fire Capt. 

Zac Schasteen, Unalaska Department of Public Safety, Division of Fire & Emergency Medical 

Services. “During peak season, hundreds of ships pass through Acatan pass carrying 

thousands of containers; it is not an unrealistic scenario for containers to fall of the ships 

and land on our shore.  The training between the 103rd and our department allowed us the 

opportunity to get critical feedback on our decontamination procedures.” 

  

Both days of training enhanced the working relationship between the 103rd CST and the 

Unalaska Fire & EMS. By working with first responders in remote locations such as Unalaska, 

the 103rd CST is able to practice and enhance its standard operating procedures to ensure a 

smoother operation should a real world event take place.   

 

“The 103rd CST‘s main focus is learning local first responders’ capabilities and procedures 

which will allow for seamless integration between both agencies in the event of a response,” 

said Sgt. 1st Class Dutch Inman, 103rd CST.  

 

The 103rd CST serves as the state’s all hazard chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear 

specialists who work in concert with local first responders in hazardous materials situations. 

As subject matter experts, the CST routinely travels to all parts of the state to train and 

work with first responders.  
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Photo Cutlines:  

 

1 

Sgt. 1st Class Dutch Inman, 103rd Civil Support Team – Weapons of Mass Destruction, 

Alaska National Guard, briefs members of the Unalaska Department of Public Safety, 

Division of Fire & Emergency Medical Services on the capabilities of the 103rd CST during the 

team’s recent joint training Aug. 12-13. Photo: Tech. Sgt. Melissa Sullivan, 103rd Civil 

Support Team 

 

2  

Tech. Sgt. Nina Kolyvanova and Sgt. 1st Class Jason Rode, both of the 103rd Civil Support 

Team – Weapons of Mass Destruction, Alaska National Guard, conduct joint training with the 

UniSea hazmat team in Unalaska Aug. 12-13. Photo: Tech. Sgt. Melissa Sullivan, 103rd Civil 

Support Team 
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Senior Fire Capt. Zac Schasteen, Unalaska Department of Public Safety, Division of Fire & 

Emergency Medical Services, briefs the Alaska National Guard 103rd Civil Support Team – 

Weapons of Mass Destruction command section on a training hazmat scenario during a joint 

decontamination training event in Unalaska Aug 12-13. Photo: Tech. Sgt. Melissa Sullivan, 

103rd Civil Support Team 
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Members of the Alaska National Guard 103rd Civil Support Team – Weapons of Mass 

Destruction and the Unalaska Department of Public Safety, Division of Fire & Emergency 

Medical Services respond to a training scenario in Unalaska involving a shipping container 

with unknown contents inside Aug. 13.  The training allowed members of the fire 

department hands on hazmat training and the 103rd CST the opportunity to practice their 

standard operating procedures. Photo: Tech. Sgt. Melissa Sullivan, 103rd Civil Support Team 
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Members of the Unalaska Department of Public Safety, Division of Fire & Emergency Medical 

Services provide decontamination capabilities to the Alaska National Guard 103rd Civil 

Support Team – Weapons of Mass Destruction during a recent joint training mission in 

Unalaska Aug. 12-13. Photo: Tech. Sgt. Melissa Sullivan, 103rd Civil Support Team 


